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RESTORE Act



RESTORE Council
https://www.restorethegulf.gov/ 

Å Settlement includes $4.4 Billion in Clean Water Act Civil Penalties

ï Payout is over 15 years, starting in 2017 

ï Bucket 1: $1.54 Billion, Five States Share 

Å $308 Million Each

ï Bucket 2: $1.32 Billion Plus 50% of Interest

Å Council Approves Projects

ï Bucket 3: $1.32 Billion, Five States Share per Proposed Formula 

Alabama 20.40% ($269 Million) Mississippi 19.07% ($251 Million)

Florida 18.36% ($242 Million Texas 7.58% ($100 Million)

Louisiana 34.59% ($465 Million)

ï Bucket 4: $110 Million Plus 25% of Interest 

Å NOAA Restore Act Science Program

ï Bucket 5: $110 Million Plus 25% of Interest

Å 5 State Centers of Excellence

Å $22 million Each



Comprehensive Plan

Key Goals

ÅGoal 1: Restore and Conserve Habitat
ïRestore and conserve the health, diversity, and resilience of key 

coastal, estuarine, and marine habitats;

ÅGoal 2: Restore Water Quality and Quantity
ïRestore and protect the water quality and quantity of the Gulf Coast 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ fresh, estuarine, and marine waters;

ÅGoal 3: Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine 
Resources
ïRestore and protect healthy, diverse, and sustainable living coastal and 

marine resources



Comprehensive Plan

Key Objectives

ÅObjective 1: Restore, Enhance, and Protect Habitats

ÅObjective 2: Restore, Improve, and Protect Water Resources

ÅObjective 3: Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine 
Resources

ÅObjective 7: Improve Science-Based Decision-Making 
Processes



Comprehensive Plan

Council Commitments

ÅCommitment to a Regional Ecosystem-based Approach to 
Restoration

ÅCommitment to Leveraging Resources and Partnerships
ï Coordinating, Collaborating and Connecting Gulf Restoration Activities

ÅPartnerships and Leveraging

ÅCoordination/Collaboration with other ongoing Restoration Efforts

ÅCommitment to Science-Based Decision-Making
ï Planning, Design, Implementation, Adaptive Management

ÅCommitment to Delivering Results and Measuring Impacts
ï Measuring and Ensuring Success



Implementation

Coordinated monitoring is needed to support: 

ïScience-based decision-making

ïMeasurement of restoration and management 
outcomes

ÅProject scale

ÅBasin/watershed scale

ÅRegional scale 

ïEvaluation of progress towards comprehensive 
ecosystem restoration objectives

ïReporting to stakeholders



Implementation

Council Monitoring and Assessment Program

Approach: build a network using the numerous 
existing monitoring activities & programs in the Gulf
ï Identify, catalogue, and understand historic and ongoing monitoring 

activities and associated data
ÅMeasurements taken 

Å Location

Å Timing

ÅMethods/Protocols  

ï Improve coordination of regional capabilities and capacity

ïDevelop and ensure consistent methods and protocols

ïDevelop data quality, management, and accessibility standards

ïMonitor at different scales (project, basin, state, Gulf-wide)

ï Identify and address information gaps



Questions

Steve Giordano steve.giordano@noaa.gov
Ecosystem Restoration PrgmMgr NMFS/SER

Mark Monaco mark.monaco@noaa.gov
Director, Centers for Coastal Monitoring & Assessment

Greg Steyer steyerg@usgs.gov
USGS Gulf Science Advisor, Southeastern Region

Mike Lee mtlee@usgs.gov
Coastal Science Coordinator, USGS Texas WSC

Alyssa Dausman alyssa.dausman@restorethegulf.com
Science Director, 
Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council

Jessica Henkel jessica.henkel@restorethegulf.com
Science Policy Fellow, 
NAS/Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council
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Backup/Background



Background
Originally 2 independent proposals submitted for funding for The 

w9{¢hw9 /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎfirst Funded Priorities List (FPL):

Gulf of Mexico Habitat Mapping and Water Quality 
Monitoring Network:  
Å Supplement and refine observations and monitoring systems to fill gaps with 

available capabilities and capacity of regional partners 
Å Marine and coastal habitat focus

Adaptive Management and Technical Assistance in Support of 
Gulf Ecosystem and Economic Restoration:
Å Adaptive management framework to help design and execute technically 

sound and sustainable restoration projects 
Å Deliver local to regional-scale assistance including: guidance for consistent and 

integrated monitoring practices; tools to assess and increase restoration 
project sustainability; and valuation of ecosystem services and economic 
impacts


